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these mysterious instances one more to complete the list, 
and say that somehow or other the Eucharist of the Last 
$upper could be the true sacrifice of redemption projected 
backwards one day in relation to time, without losing its 
dependence on an event which, in point of view, was^till 
in the future. 

On account of the obscurity of this subject, we find it 
also difficult to picture Christ*ihe eternal priest and His 
action of propitiation in relation to the Eucharist. The 
succession pf Masses is to us a series of repeated acts 
in time; and it would seem to us as^it the action of 
Christ, offering Himself fn each Mass must also be a 
series of separate offerings on His part. And yet the 
idea of aevutn suggests the possibility .that in the Mass, 
as viewed from the Heavenly standpoint, is really one 
and the same act throughout the ages, beginning with 
the sacrifice on the Cross; and that its incidence in 
each single Mass is merely the application to time of'a 
thing which in itself has the properties of eternity, and 
not a repetition of one act after another. The thought, 
if true, certainly presents an intellectual Solution of the 
controversial difficulty about the repetition of the sac¬ 
rifice. But whether it is a valid and complete solution 
is nyoYe than any man can sav. 

• » * _ ' 

The Cry of the Children 

The Holy Father’s Appeal for the Little Ones 
of Central Europe. 

TEENERABLE Brethren. Health and the Apostolic 
* Blessing: Paternal feeling long since led Us to 
^conclude from, indications and to hope that with the 
ending of the frightful war and the awakening of the 
* spirit of Christian charity the territories, especially those 
in the center of Europe, which had been ruined by want 
and famine would gradually be brought to a better state 
by the .efforts and zeal of all good people. But the result 
has not been quite in accordance with Our expectation, 
for from everywhere is brought to Us the information 
that the crowded populations to whom We have referred 
are still suffering from a want of food and clothing al¬ 
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most greater than can be .imagined. Meanwhile tire 
bodily health of the weak declines and is destroyed, 
especially in the case of children, by whose grievous mis¬ 
fortune We are the more touched inasmuch as they are 
not only ignorant of and have had nothing to do with the 
internecine struggle by which We have seen almost the 
whoje” world ensanguined, but in the future will be the 
parents of new families who will show at their birth 
the weakness of their stock. 

But We are somewhat relieved from these anxieties 
and troubles when We learn that well-intentioned peo¬ 
ple have formed societies for the purpose of preserving 
the lives of the young. As was fitting, Venerable Breth¬ 
ren, We did not hesitate to approve of this excellent 
project and support it with Our authority, for it was in 
conformity with the foremost duty of kindness which' 
We owe to that tender age which is most dear to Christ 
Our Redeemer and has little power to bear and resist 
suffering. This is what We previously wanted done in 
a similar case, for you will remember that on a former 
occasion We did what We could to see that help was 
given to the children of the Belgians, almost utterly ex¬ 
hausted through hunger and want, and publicly appealed 
for them to the charity of Catholics, to whose general 
liberality it is, in a large measure, due that the needs of 
so many innocent children were provided for. their safety 
secured, their lives preserved; for when We exhorted 
the Archbishops and Bishops of the United States of 
America to take up this noble work Our request ^ met 
at once with a generous response from most of them. 
We recall the great success then attained not so much 
to praise men whose names are deservedly to be set down 
in the records of Christian charity as to impel all the 
Bishops of the world by Our voice and authority to strive 
most earnestly, in so far as they can influence their own 
people, to give effect"to Our intention in this matter. 

A General .Collection. 

Therefore on the approach of the Feast of the Nativity 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ Our thoughts turd spontane¬ 
ously to the distressed children of Europe, particularly 
Central Europe, who are suffering keenly from the want 
of the necessaries of life, and We feel all the greater 
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